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Once upon. a time there lived a 
Dutch Duck and a Dutch Mouse in a 
little black 
house by a 
big, black 
barn in 


Zeeland, 


%, 4 
ia 


One morning when. aN 


the UVuck was Bashing yal 
his feothers, he found Alisesasyyl 
u 


a silver dulden in the 
mud. 
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"Here is a dulden.,” said he to the’ 
Mouse. “Let us dao to the Market at 
Op-Zoonz and bu ourselves something: 
And the Mouse said,"Wheat I[ want 
is a Fat yellow Cheese, the fattest and 
roundest Wwe can Find." 

"And 1 want a Fresh little Fish," said 
the Vuck. 

So, to Market +o Market yaar y-jog, 
went the Duck and the Mouse along the 
Flat brick road that ran beside the canal 
and past the black and white checkered 


COWS ea Tee the meadows. 
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"How Far may it be to Op-Zoom?" 
called the Duck to a Farmer who was 


driving b i his tilt-cart on the Way 


bo Merkeb 
"Oh., it's a mile awau,"said the Farmer. 


"Jump up and ['ll ave you a ride.’ 
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So the Duck and the Mouse said, 
"Dank U," and climbed up into The cart 
and settled themselves down for a mile. 

But the farmer said to his wife,"Here 
is a Duck without a master We might 
sell hinz in the MWlarket" 

efore he could say it a second time 
the Duck and the [Tlouse juraped From 
the back of the cart 

They jogaed along the flat brick 
road past the fields Se Ds| Full of— 
hay cocks, 
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"How far may it be to Op-Zoom?" 
called the Duck to a Peasant who was 
taking milk to Mlarket 

"Oh, it's a mile away, said he, Uump 
up in the wagon and ['Il dive you a ride." 

So the Duck and the Mouse said, 
"Dank Us" and hopped up beside the brass 
milk cans. Dut they had done only about 
four Fields, when the Feasant said out 
loud to himself "['l| just sell this stray 
Duck in the arket." 

Before he could Say it a second time 
the Duck and the [louse jumped doun_ 
from the back of the sr as 
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They joaged along the flat brick road 
past some farmers whco~were digat Bs potatory 


San 


ee ee ee | 
and past a long-armed wirzdraill, 

"How far™may it be to Op- Zoom" 
called the Duck to a woman who was ridin 
by on & bicycle taking edds to Wlarket 

"Oh, it'5 a mile away, “said she. "Hop 
up on the basket of eqgs and {'ll dive you. 
= ride," 

They rede along and they rode along 
and the woman said to ker little cirl, 
“This is a strau duck without a master. 
il mic ht se\l bint in the Market” 


efore she could me it rN second 


time, the Duck and the Mouse flopped 
out of the basket so suddenly that the 
almost upset the woman, little Srl, edds 
and all. 

Soto Market to Marker, jidgity- 
jod went the Duck and the [Flouse 
alond He Flat brick road and past a 
boat sailing = ~~ “er | 
on thecanal » 4 Tis 
between the iO ae 


+rees. 


aque. 


At last they came to the edde of the 
round old town of Op-Zoom where Fhe Market 
was. ome of the housewives were scrubbin 
the street and some were scouring the 
Fronts of their houses and some were going 

o Wlarket with baskets on their arms. 

The Duck and the Mouse followed alon 
Through Sk Nicholas Square where thee 
childrén dance on the Queen's birthday 
and they passed Long John. ‘Tower where& 
the bells were rind ng the sond of a quarter | 
past somethind. 

And theg came to the Great Market 
that was Filled with people from end to 
end, On the left side were the men, with 
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old rinas in their ears, bar ainind, about 
Eows and onions. And on tie riaht side 
were the women in snow-white caps buyin 
everything you can think of, pots and pans, 
socks and mufflers, apples and candies, caps 
and aprons, cheeses and fishes and wooden 
shoes. 

The Vuck and the Mouse stopped at 
the Cheese Booth and the Mouse bought 
the fattest yellow cheese they could find 
with part of the aulden. And from one 
of the Fish-wives, who sat on their baskely 
with their uokes on their shoulders, the 
Duck boug tf a neat little Fish with the 
rest of the Sele 
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The Duck held the fish carefully Tee 
his bill and the Mouse stood on tiptoe 
and pushed at the Cheese to start it 
rollina, but the Cheese would not roll. 
J+ wes smooth, it was shiny and the 
louse slipped and bumped his nose. 

The Duck saw that they would never 
det home that way, so he began to push 
‘the Cheese too. The Cheese was round 
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and slippery and the Duck fell on his 
bill ard swallowed his fresh. little Fish, 
by mistake. 

"Well, we can't aek home that Woy." 

Then. the Duck put his bill under the 
Cheese and they pushed together. “They 
Duck pushed arid the MM2ouSe pushed and 
at last the yellow Cheese rolled over the 
cobblestone that was in the way and 


bumped alone, the street 


The Cheese rolled very slowly 
around the Great Market arid it rolled 
along Short Pieter Street and it rolled 
a little Faster on Lond Pieter Street- 
and it rolled faster yer past Long John 
Tower where the bells were rindi 
the song, of a quarter to somethina. 

I+ r&ced under the chestnut trees 
in. DtN2icholas Square and over the toes 
of Cornelius Den Boer so fast Hhak 
the Duck and the 
douse could hard—- 


ly keep up with ik 


SS | 


It dashed through the old date wa, 
and bounced across the street and right 
into the Boter Mlarket and up onto one 
of the baskets of butter. Jt skipped 
along from one basket to another with 
the Mouse and the Duck close behind. 

(When the Butter-wives saw the three 
comina, they all began. to wave their arm; 
and shout “Ach! Ach!" ) 

Most of the baskets were covered over 
with white napkins, but one of the Butter 
wives was selling her butter and had it 
uncovered. And in a second the Cheese 
and the Duck and the (louse had all rur 
throucgh it and the Butter-wives waved 
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their arms and cried, "Ga 
wed! Ga wed!" 

The Chief of the Boter 
Market tried to catch the 
Cheese, but it was so slip- 
pery that it went through. 
his finders and rolled out of the Bofer 
MarkeF [+ rushed down South Singel 
and rolled faster yet past the [Tlolen- 
water and it raced throuah the Cow 
Gate and out of the Town of Op-Zoom 
just as the bells of Long John Tower 
mere ringing the song of exactly two 

The ‘Duck and the Mouse rants fast 
as they could after the Cheese, but the 
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Duck kepr sali pes to clean his feet be- 


gga | 


eS “ 


ye ar 


cause mhey 


aay 


a i rl Le rf 


i a i a a i a a ee a ee a a ae ee ao 


The Wlouse and the Cheese were soon 
out of siqht down the Flat brick road. 

T he“Duck licked all the butter from his 
toes and straiahtened his feathers and 
waddled slowly~on toward home. Hed never 
see that Cheese adain. He went alone and 
he went alond and he went alona and at 
last he came~upon the Mouse “sitting all 
out of breath by the roadside. The yellow 
Cheese was cone. 

The Duck sat down by the Mouse and 
they were as tired as tired could be. They 
closed their eyes and said to each other, 
"We'll never see that Cheese aden.” 


Ofter a while the Vuck heaved himself 
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up from the around and the [Tlouse— 
pulled himself Up and they limped alon 
the Flat brick road that ran beside thes 
canal past the checkered cows chewing in 
the meadows and up to their own ditch. 
by the big black barn. 

The WWlouse took one long drink and 
the Duck took twenty sips and cooled his 
feet in the water, 

Then they crept up the path. to their 
little black house for a dood nap after 
their marketing. Theg crept up the 
path to their little black house and 
+here meee 8008 
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sitting on the doorstep, as round 
as round could be, was the fat yellour 

The Duck and the Wlouse shouted 
"Hoera! Hoera!" 

And they were so very dlad to see 
the Cheese Saain, thet theg made it 
one of the family and they all lived 
i as ever after. 
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